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. God’s Heart for His Church

'* You're not here by accident

my

.
., * The church is God's idea

3 Images from Scripture
*1. The Bride & Bridegroom

2. The Head and the Body

3. The Father and his Children

These 3 images reveal God’s relationship with and
design for the Church
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{1. The Bride - Drawn to Intlmacy
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. Ephesians 5:25-27

., 25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church =
and gave himself up for her, 26 that he might sanctify her,
having cleansed her by the washing of water with the
word, 2’ so that he might present the church to himself in
splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that

| she might be holy and without blemish.
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1. The Bride — Drawn to Intimacy
y Revelation 19:6-9

., 6Then | heard what seemed to be the voice of a great =
multitude, like the roar of many waters and like the sound
of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, “Hallelujah! For the
Lord our God the Almighty reigns. 7 Let us rejoice and

) exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb
has come, and his Bride has made herself ready; 8it was
granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and
pure” — for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the
saints. 2 And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are
those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.”
And he said to me, “These are the true words of God.”
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(2. The Body = Desngned to Function
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. Ephesians 4:15-16

., 15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in =
every way into him who is the head, into Christ, ¢ from
whom the whole body, joined and held together by every
joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working
properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in

| love.
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2. The Body = Desngned to Function
y 1 Corinthians 12:14-27

., 14 For the body does not consist of one member but of -
many. 1 If the foot should say, “Because | am not a hand, |
do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less
a part of the body. 1 And if the ear should say, “Because |

| am not an eye, | do not belong to the body,” that would not
make it any less a part of the body. 7 If the whole body
were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the
whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of
smell? 8 But as it is, God arranged the members in the
body, each one of them, as he chose. ?If all were a single
member, where would the body be?
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2. The Body = Desngned to Eunciion
y 1 Corinthians 12:14-27

., 20 As it is, there are many parts, yet one body.
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21The eye cannot say to the hand, “l have no need of you,”
nor again the head to the feet, “l have no need of

you.” 220n the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to
§ be weaker are indispensable, 22 and on those parts of the
oody that we think less honorable we bestow the greater
nonor, and our unpresentable parts are treated with
greater modesty, 2 which our more presentable parts do
not require. But God has so composed the body, giving
greater honor to the part that lacked it,
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(2. The Body = Desngned to Function

S 1 Corinthians 12:14-27

., 5 that there may be no division in the body, but that the -
members may have the same care for one another. 26 If one
member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is
honored, all rejoice together.
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27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members
' of it.
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3. The Family = Securlty & Belongmg
: Galatians 4:4-7

., 2 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth
his Son, born of woman, born under the law, >to redeem
those who were under the law, so that we might
receive adoption as sons. ® And because you are sons, God
has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba!

| Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a
son, then an heir through God.
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