


• Easter means a lot of different things to different 
people

• We’re here today to celebrate the resurrection of 
Jesus

• History is clear that something happened on this 
day – not just the Bible, but historians such as 
Josephus, Pliny the Young, Salutius

• The Bible is the only historical source that claims 
Jesus rose from the dead

• Love God with your heart, soul and mind...



On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the 
women took the spices they had prepared and went to the 
tomb. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the 
tomb,3 but when they entered, they did not find the body of 
the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were wondering about this, 
suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like 
lightning stood beside them. 5 In their fright the women 
bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men 
said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the 
dead? 6 He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told 
you, while he was still with you in Galilee:



7 ‘The Son of Man must be delivered over to the hands of 
sinners, be crucified and on the third day be raised 
again.’ 8 Then they remembered his words. 9 When they 
came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the 
Eleven and to all the others. 10 It was Mary Magdalene, 
Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with 
them who told this to the apostles. 11 But they did not 
believe the women, because their words seemed to them 
like nonsense. 12 Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. 
Bending over, he saw the strips of linen lying by 
themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what 
had happened.



1. The disciples made it up in their grief
• The theory that the disciples were so traumatized they 

made up the story – cognitive dissidence

• Trauma is certainly responsible for people believing 
crazy things

• Problem 1: Jesus appeared to hundreds of people, was 
touched by them (not a ghost) and even ate food with 
them

• Problem 2: the authorities could have produced the 
body and ended the illusion when the teaching began 
to spread rapidly



1. The disciples made it up in their grief

2. Swoon Theory – Jesus wasn’t really dead
• History records such events (the plague, civil war)

• Problem 1: Details of Jesus’ death – beaten ruthlessly, 
crucified by skilled Romans, spear punctured heart, 
Roman guard (100 men), sealed tomb

• Problem 2: make followers believe he had defeated 
death after terrible humiliation



1. The disciples made it up in their grief

2. Swoon Theory – Jesus wasn’t really dead

3. The Disciples Stole The Body
• Somehow this ragtag band pulled off a huge heist –

stealing Jesus’ body from a guarded tomb

• Problem 1: Persecution – why not produce the body 
save yourself from brutal torture and death? 12 
disciples – not one recants

• Problem 2: The Bible presents the disciples as brash 
bumbling idiots and cowards – how did they change?



1 Corinthians 15:3-6... 
3 For what I received I passed on to you as of first 
importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the 
third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared 
to Cephas, and then to the Twelve. 6 After that, he appeared 
to more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the 
same time, most of whom are still living, though some have 
fallen asleep.



1. Jesus was very clear that he would die and rise 
again
• Multiple times in the NT Jesus tells his disciples about 

the things that would take place

• Mark 10:33-34... 33 “We are going up to Jerusalem,” he 
said, “and the Son of Man will be delivered over to the 
chief priests and the teachers of the law. They will 
condemn him to death and will hand him over to the 
Gentiles, 34 who will mock him and spit on him, flog 
him and kill him. Three days later he will rise.”



1. Jesus was very clear that he would die and rise 
again

2. Gospel accounts cast disciples in an unfavorable 
light
• Brash, arguing over who’s the greatest, uneducated, 

fearful, cowards

• If you’re going to make something up, take out the stuff 
that makes you look foolish

• Example: Peter

• Transformation of the 12



1. Jesus was very clear that he would die and rise 
again

2. Gospel accounts cast disciples in an unfavorable 
light

3. The resurrection story started with women 
discovering the body
• Testimony of a woman was not considered valid in the 

Roman world

• If they made up the story, it wouldn’t have been 
women who first discovered the body



1. Jesus was exactly who he said he was: God
• Jesus was executed for the crime of blasphemy – he 

claimed to be God

• John 10:33... “We are not stoning you for any good 
work,” they replied, “but for blasphemy, because 
you, a mere man, claim to be God.”

• John 19:21... The chief priests of the Jews protested 
to Pilate, “Do not write ‘The King of the Jews,’ but 
that this man claimed to be king of the Jews.”

• He wasn’t just a good teacher who helped a lot of 
people – if he rose from the dead, he had to be more



1. Jesus was exactly who he said he was: God

2. Jesus has the power over sin and death
• Jesus’ death was not a horrible accident or a cosmic 

tragedy – it was God’s plan of salvation

• Our sins our legitimately forgiven

• Christ took the full payment for sin on himself

• God’s love for us was demonstrated in the most 
powerful way possible – he gave his life for us

• Because our sin has been dealt with, we now have right 
standing with God

• We have hope that there are greater things to come 
after this life



1. Jesus was exactly who he said he was: God

2. Jesus has the power over sin and death

3. Jesus is alive today and is offering you salvation 
and life in him
• God’s plan of redemption includes you!

• Jesus paid the penalty for your sins (death)

• Our response is repentance and belief in him


