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FLOURISHING IN A HOSTILE ENVIRONMENT



Main theme of the narrative in Ch 1-6:

God rules over all kingdoms and. nat/ons and sets
over them anyone he wishes. 7
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2 To give comgﬁ anﬂhbpq gg God ‘eo‘p/e
— ~=living in hostile environments
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So Far in the book of Daniel...
* Babylon is the dominant world power 605 BC
* Daniel & his 3 friends taken to Babylon

_& 2 dreams. from Nebu%hadnezzar e#‘nphasnzmg God’s _
- sovereignty over/nations and/fllers R A

f .n:-», "“& I
* The fiery furnace r&aa o

[t} fr‘,
* Nebuchadnezzar humblepl

*The bloodless haﬁgﬁ the fall p,chabybn
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John 1:1-5... In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He
was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all
things were made; without him nothing was made
that has been made.?In him was life, and that life
was the light of all mankind. > The light shines in the

darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
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Daniel 6 — The Lion’s Den

Daniel a foreshadow of Jesus
* Scheming enemies looking to trap and destroy

?Arrested while praying b
S 4~/

o * Weak rme Avantstosay save but caQ;not - o

e Thrown into den and door sealed rlggus buried i m»r;
a tomb and sealed |n5|de| ) g

,_ao 2 h(

* Come out of aeﬁ“a\»lljhe mornlng— resurrection and
empty ‘tomb
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How Does This Story Relate to Us?

1. Following Jesus is not easy
* Expect opposition )‘
 Expect that there will be those who jwant to tr|p you up
.AL ‘and mnﬂygewgvenﬁ oy you {7y | P
. 2 Tlmothy 23 i”Z{ ”Ind ed, “all who desir :< vllve'agodly
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How Does This Story Relate to Us?

1. Following Jesus is not easy

2. Be Faithful Where You're PIant,ed

_& . God S sovereignty.over nations.and rulers enables us to "
Hivefaithfubly, wherew}j‘od d placeb/ls N 4D
* Daniel falthfuII\/Ioves God and serves and: lovesthe ‘
kings with whom God put him in FE|a'§1éﬂIH§hlp with [ »}', (
e Daniel did not whine. overlhls predicament and wonder

why God had wddjﬂy abaﬂndopgéd b
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How Does This Story Relate to Us?

1. Following Jesus is not easy

2. Be Faithful Where You're Planted
| l

8. You are.Being Wateh = Sl | -
-—LX\ ’B“ ({ \ Jl‘ )
* By th(’)‘s”éWﬁqu{ant to-harmyou gz~ Tl
¢ By those who want to know if your fait Ua[nd your God .

is real N B
* God sees the people wheﬂsyrrougd you as your mission
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How Does This Story Relate to Us?

1. Following Jesus is not easy

2. Be Falthful Where You're PIant,ed
i

8. You' are.Being Wratqfced i S :
e~ 5. =)
4 “You Hm\Ememy — {, I”J =

* He is Iookmg to destroy and devour an [blfecelve B
* 1 Pet 5:8... “your adyersarly the devd.prowis around like
a roarfng lion seeking se eone to.dewvour” |

s Just_like God shu?i e mouth of Eﬁe lions, God can shut
the mouth of our enemy, the gréat liar

* His greatest weapon is his moUth h|s lies &
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How Does This Story Relate to Us?

1. Following Jesus is not easy

2. Be Falthful Where You're PIant,ed
i

B RE are.Being Wratqfced = S =
e~ 5. =)

4 “You Hm\Ememy = /”"{ o £

5.'Bur God Has the Powento Save r&ﬂ[l It i

* Over and over God s,aves [ ==, |
» Jesus came %n%‘gm(ij:ue m|s°5|orwo save the lost
— 3Te8Us gave his life so you could have one
* Jesus want us to join him on thIS\mISSIOH to save 3

A
. * Noone eIse can save. Only God can,\séve
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