


Author – Peter

Audience – Believers, church in Asia Minor

Setting 

- those in authority 2:13-17

- servants & masters 2:18-25

- believing wives & unbelieving husbands 
3:1-6

- husbands living wise & considerate 3:7



1 Peter 3:8-12... 8 Finally, all of you, have unity of 
mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, 
and a humble mind. 9 Do not repay evil for evil or 
reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for 
to this you were called, that you may obtain a 
blessing. 10 For “Whoever desires to love life and 
see good days, let him keep his tongue from evil 
and his lips from speaking deceit; let him turn 
away from evil and do good; let him seek peace 
and pursue it. For the eyes of the Lord are on the 
righteous, and his ears are open to their prayer.

But the face of the Lord is against those who do 
evil.”



Last Week – 5 Family Values

- Unity of Mind

- Sympathetic

- Brotherly Love

- Tender Hearted

- Humble of Spirit

Relating to one another in the family different

Do not repay evil for evil, reviling for reviling

But……..Bless!



1. Given two reasons

a) you were called to this

- same term used in 1 Peter 2:21

“For what credit is it if, when you sin and are 
beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do 
good and suffer for it you endure, this is a 
gracious thing in the sight of God. 21 For to 
this you have been called, because Christ also 
suffered for you, leaving you an example, so 
that you might follow in his steps. 



22 He committed no sin, neither was deceit 
found in his mouth. 23 When he was reviled, he 
did not revile in return; when he suffered, he 
did not threaten, but continued entrusting 
himself to him who judges justly. 24 He himself 
bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we 
might die to sin and live to righteousness. By 
his wounds you have been healed”

- as one chosen, adopted, forgiven, 
redeemed, empowered, eternity settled – we 
live differently with one another



- word repay suggests return in kind

- scripture says…….

God is the one who judges & repays

Rom. 12:17-21 “Repay no one evil for evil, but 
give thought to do what is honorable in the 
sight of all. 18 If possible, so far as it depends 
on you, live peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, 
never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the 
wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is 
mine, I will repay, says the Lord.”



20 To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, 
feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to 
drink; for by so doing you will heap burning 
coals on his head.” 21 Do not be overcome by 
evil, but overcome evil with good.

Heb. 10:30-31 “30 For we know him who said, 
“Vengeance is mine; I will repay.” And again, 
“The Lord will judge his people.” 31 It is a 
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God.”



- example of Paul in 2 Tim. 4:14-18 “14 Alexander 
the coppersmith did me great harm; the Lord will 
repay him according to his deeds. 15 Beware of him 
yourself, for he strongly opposed our message. 16

At my first defense no one came to stand by me, 
but all deserted me. May it not be charged against 
them! 17 But the Lord stood by me and 
strengthened me, so that through me the message 
might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles 
might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion's 
mouth. 18 The Lord will rescue me from every evil 
deed and bring me safely into his heavenly 
kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. 
Amen.”



b) that you might obtain a blessing

- Paul testifies – carried & cared for

- when we act in obedience, God see’s 
and rewards his children

- vs 12 “For the eyes of the Lord are on 
the righteous, and his ears are open to their 
prayer.”



2.  Obstacles to Practicing this

a) forgiveness

- Peter explored this directly with Jesus

- Matt. 18:21-22 “Then Peter came up 
and said to him, “Lord, how often will my 
brother sin against me, and I forgive him? As 
many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “I 
do not say to you seven times, but seventy-
seven times.”

- Parable of Unforgiving Debtor  



- Matt. 18:34-35 “And in anger his master 
delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay 
all his debt. 35 So also my heavenly Father will 
do to every one of you, if you do not forgive 
your brother from your heart.”

- Lords Prayer Matt. 6:12, 14-15
“and forgive us our debts, as we also have 
forgiven our debtors.”  “For if you forgive 
others their trespasses, your heavenly Father 
will also forgive you, 15 but if you do not 
forgive others their trespasses, neither will 
your Father forgive your trespasses.”



- Clearly included in our family values

Col. 3:12-14 “12 Put on then, as God's chosen 
ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, 
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13

bearing with one another and, if one has a 
complaint against another, forgiving each 
other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also 
must forgive. 14 And above all these put on 
love, which binds everything together in 
perfect harmony.”



- from the heart important – 1 Cor. 13:1-3

“If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, 
but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a 
clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic 
powers, and understand all mysteries and all 
knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to 
remove mountains, but have not love, I am 
nothing. 3 If I give away all I have, and if I 
deliver up my body to be burned, but have not 
love, I gain nothing.”



b) Gratitude
- unthankful heart cannot pour blessing
- God’s love & blessing in my life

Rom. 5:8-11 “8 but God shows his love for us in 
that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9
Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his 
blood, much more shall we be saved by him from 
the wrath of God. 10 For if while we were enemies 
we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, 
much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we 
be saved by his life. 11 More than that, we also 
rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through whom we have now received 
reconciliation.”



- Col. 2:6-7 “Therefore, as you received 
Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, 7 rooted 
and built up in him and established in the faith, 
just as you were taught, abounding in 
thanksgiving.”

- 1 Thess. 5:14-18 



c) Stewardship vs. Ownership
- who’s is it, am I manager or owner?
- Col. 9:10-12 “He who supplies seed to 

the sower and bread for food will supply and 
multiply your seed for sowing and increase the 
harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be 
enriched in every way to be generous in every 
way, which through us will produce 
thanksgiving to God. 12 For the ministry of this 
service is not only supplying the needs of the 
saints but is also overflowing in many 
thanksgivings to God.”



d) generosity

- am I open to offer what God has 
entrusted to me?

- time, talents, resources, gifts, etc?

- do I believe the word?  Acts 20:35 “ In all 
things I have shown you that by working hard 
in this way we must help the weak and 
remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he 
himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to 
receive.’”



3. Bless

a) words and example of Jesus, Luke 6:27-36

- 27 “But I say to you who hear, Love your 
enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless 
those who curse you, pray for those who abuse 
you. 29 To one who strikes you on the cheek, offer 
the other also, and from one who takes away your 
cloak do not withhold your tunic either. 30 Give to 
everyone who begs from you, and from one who 
takes away your goods do not demand them back. 
31 And as you wish that others would do to you, do 
so to them.



32 If you love those who love you, what benefit is 
that to you? For even sinners love those who love 
them. 33 And if you do good to those who do good 
to you, what benefit is that to you? For even 
sinners do the same. 34 And if you lend to those 
from whom you expect to receive, what credit is 
that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to get 
back the same amount. 35 But love your enemies, 
and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in 
return, and your reward will be great, and you will 
be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the 
ungrateful and the evil. 36 Be merciful, even as your 
Father is merciful.”



So What?
1. Called to values as a family

2. Told to let God repay, and practice blessing

3. Recognize obstacles and align with God

4. Check your heart around ownership

5. Ask God how He would have you bless


