


Madness & the Manger

Rarely is our Experience — ‘All is Calm, All is Bright’

- preparations, celebrations, people & tim

- loss, loneliness, stress on relationships
Pressure and madness surroundin ng our season
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1. Identifying the ‘Madness’
a) Commercialism

b) Hollywood idealism

Irm

c) Expectations we Embrace «

- family time & events

- gifts and responses

- feelings and holiday time
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2. First Christmas ‘Madness’

a) Pre-marital pregnancy & difficult decisions — Matthew
1:18-25
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother
Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was
found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. °* And her husba__Joseph
being a just man and unwilling to put her to sha ne, resolvec
her quietly. 2° But as he considered these t gsf of the
Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying oseph‘ so 1 € '-.k'awd do not
fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is concei od | in her is from
the Holy Spirit. #* She will bear a son, and you shall gall his name Jesus,
for he will save his people from their sins. o
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b) unplanned detours — Luke 2:1-6
“In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the
world should be registered. % This was the first registration when
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be registered, each
to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galllee from the
town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the uty&pawd ' ‘
Bethlehem, because he was of the house' and li
be registered with Mary, his betrothed,
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c) Stable birth — Luke 2:6-7
“6 And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth.
7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in
swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no

place for them in the inn”

- no prepared place, no family, nc
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3. God Moments in the ‘Madness’

a) Angels Visit — Luke 1:26-38

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of
Galilee named Nazareth, 2’ to a virgin betrothed to a man whose
name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name
was Mary. %8 And he came to her and sald ”Greetmgs O favored

womb and bear a son, and you shall caII his nam sus 32 He will
be great and will be called the Son of the Most Hzigh
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And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David,
33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end.”

34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since | am a
virgin?”

3> And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon
you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; _
therefore the child to be born will be called holy=the Sgﬂﬁf God.
36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old%&@ftfﬁig;ﬁso
conceived a son, and this is the sixth rxh with he,rMo was
called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible witl'.y}‘find.” 38 And
Mary said, “Behold, | am the servant of the Lord;dét it be to me

according to your word.” And the angel departedfrom her.
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b) Elizabeth’s Greeting — Luke 1:39-45

" In those days Mary arose and went W|th haste into the hill
country, to a town in Judah, *°and she entered the house of
Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 4 And when Elizabeth heard the
greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was
filled with the Holy Spirit, 42 and she exclaimed with a loud cry,

“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of yoeur
womb! 43 And why is this granted to me that thamgther %y Lord
should come to me? %4 For behold, when Seu;" \off ur
greeting came to my ears, the baby in ﬁmb leape
45 And blessed is she who believed that there wouldé

fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord”

or joy.
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c) Shepherds Visit — Luke 2:8-20
And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field,
keeping watch over their flock by night. > And an angel of the Lord
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them,
and they were filled with great fear. 1° And the angel said to them,
“Fear not, for behold, | bring you good news of great joy that will be
for all the people. ! For unto you is boen this day in the city of David
a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be,&s.tgnf you: you
will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths ant}vlyl g{m ‘'manger.”
13 And suddenly there was with the anjmu‘ltltuﬂg Jthe
heavenly host praising God and saying, -
14 “Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”
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15>When the angels went away from them into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known
to us.” 1 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and
the baby lying in a manger. ¥ And when they saw it, they made
known the saying that had been told them concerning this child.

¥ And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told,them.
19 But Mary treasured up all these things, ponderlng them ‘her

heart. 2° And the shepherds returned, Wlng Qﬂ J%g God for

all they had heard and seen, as it had told the’m

- made known = vs.17

- treasured up and pondered — vs. 18
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4. Looking for Manger Moments in the Madness
a) Perspective Check
- how am | viewing my circumstances
- am | looking for manger moments showing
Gods care
b) Promise of God Renewed'in e _
- pe—;a@e on earth =5 times'in NiTycalled God of

- Rom. 15:13, 16:20, Phil.4
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- Jesus words — gives us His peace — John 14:27
- Jesus called our peace — Eph. 2:14

- Key to the how — Rom. 15:13 13 Ma y/th e God of
hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that
by the power of the Holy Spirit y@w maJy ab@wnd in hope.

- JPJeaJce W;’IJt‘hJ G@dJ R‘@rmJ i1 { sln@e we

thr@wghj our L@rdJ JJsu C,hrnstr;
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- Peace with Ourselves — Phil. 4:6-7 ¢ do not be anxious
about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

- Peace with Others — Rom. 12:18 18If possible, so far as

it depends on you, live peaceably with all. - :

- Eph. 4:31-32 - 31 et all b|tternessan vrath and

clamor and slander be put away frow along 'ﬁj‘: 18
32 Be kind to one another, tender-heafted forgi'\’/"l

God in Christ forgave you. " A
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c) Preparing to Glorify God
- time

- heart

ay

- bringing meaning to the madness

e
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So What?

iside expectations brought by others and our
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world

2. Prepare Well

- adjust your time and @erg
3. Embrace Manger Moments

ark & celebrate the care of God,in younlife and
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