So Far
- the man Joshua
- the time has arrived – ‘be strong and
courageous’
- a people of fear - Rahab
- across the Jordan
- markers and monuments
- getting things right at Gilgal

Now Jericho was shut up inside and
outside because of the people of Israel.
None went out, and none came in. 2 And
the LORD said to Joshua, “See, I have
given Jericho into your hand, with its king
and mighty men of valor. 3 You shall
march around the city, all the men of war
going around the city once. Thus shall you
do for six days. 4 Seven priests shall bear
seven trumpets of rams' horns before the
ark.

On the seventh day you shall march
around the city seven times, and the
priests shall blow the trumpets. 5 And
when they make a long blast with the
ram's horn, when you hear the sound of
the trumpet, then all the people shall
shout with a great shout, and the wall of
the city will fall down flat, and the people
shall go up, everyone straight before
him.” 6 So Joshua the son of Nun called
the priests and said to them,

“Take up the ark of the covenant and let
seven priests bear seven trumpets of
rams' horns before the ark of the LORD.” 7
And he said to the people, “Go forward.
March around the city and let the armed
men pass on before the ark of the LORD.”
8 And just as Joshua had commanded the
people, the seven priests bearing the
seven trumpets of rams' horns before the
LORD went forward, blowing the trumpets,
with the ark of the covenant of the LORD
following them.

The armed men were walking before the
priests who were blowing the trumpets,
and the rear guard was walking after the
ark, while the trumpets blew continually.
10 But Joshua commanded the people,
“You shall not shout or make your voice
heard, neither shall any word go out of
your mouth, until the day I tell you to
shout. Then you shall shout.” 11 So he
caused the ark of the LORD to circle the
city, going about it once. And they came
into the camp and spent the night in the
9

camp. Then Joshua rose early in the
morning, and the priests took up the ark
of the LORD. 13 And the seven priests
bearing the seven trumpets of rams'
horns before the ark of the LORD walked
on, and they blew the trumpets
continually. And the armed men were
walking before them, and the rear guard
was walking after the ark of the LORD,
while the trumpets blew continually. 14
And the second day they marched around
the city once, and returned into the camp.

So they did for six days.15 On the seventh
day they rose early, at the dawn of day,
and marched around the city in the same
manner seven times. It was only on that
day that they marched around the city
seven times 16 And at the seventh time,
when the priests had blown the trumpets,
Joshua said to the people, “Shout, for the
LORD has given you the city. 17 And the
city and all that is within it shall be
devoted to the LORD for destruction

Only Rahab the prostitute and all who are
with her in her house shall live, because
she hid the messengers whom we sent. 18
But you, keep yourselves from the things
devoted to destruction lest when you have
devoted them you take any of the
devoted things and make the camp of
Israel a thing for destruction and bring
trouble upon it. 19 But all silver and gold,
and every vessel of bronze and iron, are
holy to the LORD; they shall go into the
treasury of the LORD.”

So the people shouted, and the
trumpets were blown. As soon as the
people heard the sound of the trumpet,
the people shouted a great shout, and the
wall fell down flat, so that the people went
up into the city, every man straight before
him, and they captured the city. 21 Then
they devoted all in the city to destruction,
both men and women, young and old,
oxen, sheep, and donkeys, with the edge
of the sword.
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But to the two men who had spied out the
land, Joshua said, “Go into the prostitute's
house and bring out from there the
woman and all who belong to her, as you
swore to her.” 23 So the young men who
had been spies went in and brought out
Rahab and her father and mother and
brothers and all who belonged to her. And
they brought all her relatives and put
them outside the camp of Israel. And they
burned the city with fire, and everything
in it.

Only the silver and gold, and the vessels
of bronze and of iron, they put into the
treasury of the house of the LORD. But
Rahab the prostitute and her father's
household and all who belonged to her,
Joshua saved alive. And she has lived in
Israel to this day, because she hid the
messengers whom Joshua sent to spy out
Jericho.26 Joshua laid an oath on them at
that time, saying, (R)“Cursed before the
LORD be the man who rises up and
rebuilds this city, Jericho.

“At the cost of his firstborn shall he
lay its foundation,
and at the cost of his youngest son
shall he set up its gates.”
27 So the LORD was with Joshua, and his
fame was in all the land.

1. Marching Orders
a) I am handing them over to you
b) The How Matters
- specific patterns
- order of parade
- times of marching
- noise rules
- clear to Joshua, passed to people
that this will be done God’s way

2. Walls Coming Down 16-20
- pattern break on 7th day, keep
marching and don’t return to camp
a) Shout
- Heb. 11:30 “By faith the walls of
Jericho fell down after they had been
encircled for seven days. 31 By faith
Rahab the prostitute did not perish with
those who were disobedient, because
she had given a friendly welcome to the
spies.”

b) The How Still Crucial
- city and all within are the Lords
- destruction is the command
- exceptions listed clearly
- Rahab and Family are to be spared
- silver, gold, vessels of bronze or
iron, all go to treasury of God
*note – nothing for them personally,
that the city would be destroyed and
plunder is not for them

3. Reality of Judgment
a) slaughter of whole city
- Gen. 15:16 “ And they shall come
back here in the fourth generation, for
the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet
complete.”
- evil practices 4 generations later
- recognized the true God – Rahab
- afraid and unrepentant

b) will happen again
2 Peter 3:3,8-10 “3 knowing this first of
all, that scoffers will come in the last
days with scoffing, following their own
sinful desires...... But do not overlook
this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord
one day is as a thousand years, and a
thousand years as one day. 9 The Lord is
not slow to fulfill his promise as some
count slowness, but is patient toward
you, not wishing that any

should perish, but that all should reach
repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will
come like a thief, and then the heavens
will pass away with a roar, and the
heavenly bodies will be burned up and
dissolved, and the earth and the works
that are done on it will be exposed.
c) Rescue of Rahab and Family
- keeping the promise
- picture of rescue amidst judgment

So What
1. Marching Orders Still Matter
a) we have marching orders
- detailed and important
- meant to show God delivering
2. The How Matters
- not ours to strategize and take
- God’s to deliver – his to do
- Obedience crucial

- 1 Sam 15:22 “Has the LORD as great
delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices,
as in obeying the voice of the LORD?
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice,
and to listen than the fat of rams. 23 For
rebellion is as the sin of divination, and
presumption is as iniquity and idolatry.”
3. Obstacles will Fall God’s way
4. Don’t Miss the reality

