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Looking Back — Peering Ahead




Thoughts on a Year End

1. God is Still Active and Able

a) Active =

- Isaiah 46:9-11 “l am Godyai d there is no other;
| am God, and there is ,'n‘ei like me | make known
the end from the begi m‘r g, from ancient times,
what is still to come. 1§sdy, “My purpose will stand,
and | will do all that | pléase.” From the east |
summon a bird of prey; from a far-off land, a man
to fulfill my purpose. What | have said, that | will
bring about; what |-have planned, that | will do.”
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- Daniel 2:21-22 “He changes times and seasons;
he deposes kings and raises up others. He gives
d knowledge to the discerning.
He reveals deep and hiddenithings; he knows what lies
in darkness, |
and light dwells with him.3

- Daniel 4:17 “The decisioffiis announced by
messengers, the holy one cIare the verdict, so that
the living may know that the Most High is sovereign
over all kingdoms on earth and gives them to anyone
he wishes and sets over them the lowliest of people.”
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- Romans 13:1 “Let everyone be subject to the
governing authorities, for there is no authority except
that which God has established. The authorities that
exist have been establis} od. 2Consequently,
whoever rebels against thea "thorlty is rebelling
against what God has institlited, and those who do so

. . . | ”
will bring judgment on themselves.

b) Able

- Jer. 32:17 “Ah, Soverelgn LORD you have made the
heavens and the earth by your great power and
outstretched arm. Nothing is too hard for you.”
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- Jeremiah 10:12-13 “But God made the earth by his
power; he founded the world by his wisdom
and stretched out the heavens by his understanding.
waters'in the heavens roar;
he makes clouds rise from the ends of the earth.
He sends lightning with the r in and brings out the
wind from his storehousesis

- Philippians 4:19 "And my. 50d will meet all your
needs according to the riches of his glory in Christ
Jesus.”
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-2 Cor. 1:20-21 “For no matter how many promises
God has made, they are “Yes” in Christ. And so
through him the “Amen” is spc ken by us to the glory
of God. 21 Now it is God ' WHomakes both us and you

stand firm in Christ. He anoihted us, set his seal of

- God is Active in our worldi-and able to accomplish

His will.
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2. God is Faithful
a) to His Word
- Hebrews 10:23 “ Let us holc unswervmgly to the

githrough. May your whole
bt blameless at the
comlng of our Lord Jesu : hrist. 2 The one who calls
you is faithful, and he will do it.”
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b) to save
- Rom. 10:9 “If you d'clare with your mouth,

and are saved.”
c) to forgive ‘
- 1 John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and
purify us from all unrighteousness.”
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d) to empower
- Phil 1:6 “being confident of this, that he who
began a good work in you w ry it on to
completion until the day'of CA¥ist Jesus.”
- Phil 4:13 “I know wi

or in want. 3| can do all thi £
me strength.”
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3. God Loves

- Romans 8:31 -39 “ What, then, shall we say in
response to these things2If Go dhis.for us, who can be
against us? 32 He who did'not spare his own Son, but
gave him up for us all—howiis ill'he not also, along
with him, graciously give us Fl things? 33 Who will
bring any charge against these whom God has chosen?
It is God who justifies. 3¢ 'then is the one who

g[o
condemns? No one. Christ Jésus who died—more than
that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of
God and is also interceding for us.
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Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall
trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or

we are considered as sheepitc be slaughtered.”

37 No, in all these things weldfe more than conquerors
through him who loved us. .,'or | am convinced that
neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,
neither the present nor the'future, nor any powers, 3°
neither height nor depth, nor anythmg else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of

God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
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So What?

- to accomplish his workst hto completion
. Respond to the God of o ; e
- can trust him |
- can put faith in His word



