
Passing on Faith Rather than Religion

Religion Defined…

a set of beliefs concerning the cause, 
nature, and purpose of the universe, 
esp. when considered as the creation 
of a superhuman agency or agencies, 
usually involving devotional and 
ritual observances, and often 
containing a moral code governing 
the conduct of human affairs. 
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Religion Defined…

Is the emphasis on human effort in 
attaining certain expected behaviour

Is based on the assumption that it is 
our efforts that cause God to act

Is our way of trying to manipulate 
God into doing our will

The products of religion are pride, 
arrogance, fear, guilt & shame
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Faith Defined…

Hebrews 11:1… Now faith is being 
sure of what we hope for and certain 
of what we do not see. 
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2 Timothy 1:5-7

I have been reminded of your sincere
faith, which first lived in your 
grandmother Lois and in your mother 
Eunice and, I am persuaded, now 
lives in you also. For this reason I 
remind you to fan into flame the gift 
of God, which is in you through the 
laying on of my hands. For God did 
not give us a spirit of timidity, but a 
spirit of power, of love and of self-
discipline. 
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Living Faith Defined…

Genuine… consistency between what 
is said and how one lives

Evidence… living faith produces fruit 
in your life (Matt 7:15-20)

– (i.e. you become more like Jesus)

Worldview… your faith governs how 
you think, act, and feel about 
everything in life (Deut 6) – it is the 
very essence of your existence!
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Rituals & Righteous Acts

Reminders of who God is and who 
we are in relationship to him

Tangible reminders that help us to 
pass on faith

Ways to honour God on his terms 
(watch out for human traditions!)

Rituals become empty when they 
no longer draw us to Jesus
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Rituals & Righteous Acts

3 ways rituals become empty

1. Forgetting why we do them

– Reasons not passed on

– Familiarity

– Apathy

2. Become religious acts

– Ways for people to “check in” to make sure 
they’re still okay with God

– Ways for religious people to try and 
manipulate God into doing their will
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Rituals & Righteous Acts

Some common examples…

Communion

Sabbath

Going to Church

God’s Word

Giving
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3 Keys to Passing on Faith…

1. Knowledge

John 17:3
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John 17:3

Now this is eternal life: that they may 
know you, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 
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3 Keys to Passing on Faith…

1. Knowledge (John 17:3)

Always growing/learning

Disciple-making

Seeking God through his revealed 
word (Bible reading, preaching, 
teaching, etc)

2. Love

1 Corinthians 13:1-3
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1 Corinthians 13:1-3
If I speak in the tongues of men and of 
angels, but have not love, I am only a 
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 
If I have the gift of prophecy and can 
fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, 
and if I have a faith that can move 
mountains, but have not love, I am 
nothing. If I give all I possess to the 
poor and surrender my body to the 
flames, but have not love, I gain 
nothing. 
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3 Keys to Passing on Faith…

1. Knowledge (John 17:3)

2. Love (1 Corinthians 13:1-3)

my motivation for what I do must be 
born out of love otherwise it is useless

Love the Lord your God with 
everything that’s in you

Love others as Jesus loves you

3. Obedience

John 14:23-24
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John 14:23-24

Jesus replied, "If anyone loves me, he 
will obey my teaching. My Father will 
love him, and we will come to him and 
make our home with him. He who 
does not love me will not obey my 
teaching. These words you hear are 
not my own; they belong to the Father 
who sent me. 
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3 Keys to Passing on Faith…

1. Knowledge (John 17:3)

2. Love (1 Corinthians 13:1-3)

3. Obedience (John 14:23-24)

Loving God, living faith and obedience 
are all inseparable

Obedience is evidence of living faith as 
our faith creates desires in us to love 
God and obey his commands
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Concluding Thoughts…

Passing on faith is hard work –
passing on religion is easy

Your faith must be living in order to 
pass it on

The outcome belongs to God


