Celebration

‘celebrate’ — “to commemorate with festivity, honor
publicly.” Webster’s

Celebrations in Our Home
Birthdays
Anniversary

Christmas

hool Years
rival of pets etc.

Scripture full of\admonition to celebrate



Celebration

“*Only be careful and watch yourselves closely so that you
will not forget the things your eyes have seen or let them
slip from your heart as long as you live. Teach them to
your children and to their children after them.” Duet. 4:9

“When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the Lord
your God for the good land he has given you. Be careful
that you do not forget the Lord you God, failing to observe

Wnds, his laws and his decrees that | am giving
\'WNS y. Otherwise when you eat and are satisfied,
whenyou build fine houses and settle down, and when

your herds.and flocks grow large and your silver and gold
Increase and all you have is multiplied, then your heart
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“will become proud and you will forget the Lord your God,
who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. He
led you through the vast and dreadful desert, that thirsty
and waterless land, with its venomous snakes and
scorpions. He brought you water out of hard rock. He gave
you manna to eat in the desert, something your fathers had
never known, to humble and test you so that in the end it
ight go well with you. You may say to yourself, My power
\‘ﬁn\&e trength of my hands have produced this wealth for

me. But remember the Lord you God, for it iIs he who gives
you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his

covenant, which\ne swore to your forefathers, as it is today.”
Duet. 8:10-1
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1. Remember the Who and What
- Tell the story — recall the truth of the event
- The Lord Your God did .......... Vs.7, 14-18
- reminds you that God Is faithful

- reminds you that God worked in your history

enews in you that memory — emotion — resolve
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“When the whole nation had finished crossing the Jordan, the Lord
said to Joshua, ‘Choose twelve men from among the people, one from
each tribe, and tell them to take up twelve stones from the middle of
the Jordan from right where the priests stood and carry them over with
you and put them down at the place where you stay tonight.” So
Joshua called together the twelve men he had appointed from the
Israelites, one from each tribe, and said to them, ‘Go over before the
ark of the Lord your God into the middle of the Jordan. Each of you is
ake up a stone on his shoulder, according to the number of the
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2. Marking Moments, Making Monuments
- When we celebrate — find ways to make it special
- special places, gifts, symbols of our love
- God established a monument — remember

- ‘serve as a sign among you’ — God did this here

en challenges that seemed impossible faced them,
e rocks piled up.

lessand Monuments essential in celebration
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“Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a
steadfast spirit within me. Do not cast me from your
presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to
me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing
spirit, to sustain me.” Psalms 51:10-12

3. Renewal Of Passion and Purpose

lebration renews priorities and passions

st approach to tomorrow's challenges because
en faithful — provided, we can trust Him

on\track time — we can do better
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So What
1. Remember the Who and What

- celebrate God’s faithfulness to our church - answered
prayer

- celebrate God'’s love for us — incredible action on our
behalf so relationship is possible

iIng Moments, Making Monuments
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3. Renewal of Passion and Purpose

- renewed response to God'’s incredible action on my
behalf

- confession of sin and failure
- commitment to return to right relationship

- renewed commitment to walk with God




