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Why are we going to El Salvador? 

To encourage local believers 

Give gifts in Jesus name 

Provide the means for clean water 

Our trip with Samaritan's Purse will challenge you to serve God 

globally, on a journey that will connect you with new people, places, 

and cultures in a developing country.  Millions of people around the 

world live in situations of great need.  Samaritan's Purse gives groups 

the opportunity to respond to our hurting world with help, love, and 

encouragement.  Our hope is that each person who takes part in this 

project will come away having experienced God in a new and exciting 

way and return with a deep desire to serve the Lord with renewed 

passion.    

With great intentionality our 

GCAC leadership has sought 

clarity about our mission as the 

local church, listening to God, 

and responding with a yes when 

He presents an opportunity to 

participate in what He is doing.  It 

is in planning trips like this that 

we as a church can enable people to become faithful followers of 

Christ, growing in love for God, each other, and the world.   

One of the purposes we gather around is to send out our people to 

serve others, and be used of God to fulfill His will in Canada and the 

world.  There is nothing like God choosing to use us in what He is 

doing! 

 



About El Salvador 

El Salvador is located in Central 

America and is officially called 

the Republic of El Salvador, or 

literally, "Republic of the 

Savior."  It is the smallest and 

most densely populated 

country in Central America.  It's 

capital and largest city is San 

Salvador.  El Salvadorians speak 

Spanish. 

The economy in El Salvador is largely 

based on agriculture, fishing, forestry 

and manufacturing.  Coffee, cotton, 

corn and sugarcane are the most 

important agricultural crops.  

Manufacturing has been on the rise 

and has become a major source of GDP 

growth for the country since the civil 

unrest of the 70s and 80s has died 

down.  

About 40% of El Salvador's 

population live in poverty, especially 

those living in rural areas.  The 

growth of cities as hubs of economic, 

health and commercial activity has 

caused problems for those in rural 

areas as they have less and less 

access to resources. 

 

 



What will we be doing? 

Water Filtration Project 

The team will spend a few days serving 

alongside national ministry partners, Agua Viva 

(Living Water), as they construct, install, and 

monitor BioSand Water Filters (BSFs). The 

simple Canadian-designed filter uses layers of 

sand, gravel, and naturally occurring micro-

organisms to transform contaminated water 

into safe water in seconds. In addition to a BSF, 

families receive health and hygiene training to 

foster positive behavior changes and overall health improvements. 

Agua Viva is committed to the implementation and proclamation of 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ in a holistic manner in order to achieve 

human transformation. 

 



 

Operation Christmas Child 

The remainder of the team’s time in 

El Salvador will be spent serving with 

Operation Christmas Child (OCC) 

shoebox distributions and The 

Greatest Journey program. OCC is a 

hands-on project that brings joy and 

hope to children in desperate 

situations around the world. Since 1993, Samaritan’s Purse has 

distributed more than 145 million shoebox gifts to children in over 135 

countries. In addition to shoebox gifts, children may receive a colorful 

booklet in their local language, titled The Greatest Gift, which explains 

the Good News of Jesus Christ. Many children who receive a shoebox 

gift are also offered the opportunity to participate in a follow-up 

discipleship program (called The Greatest Journey). This 12-lesson Bible 

study helps children to know Jesus, follow Him, and share their faith 

with others. 

 



FAQs 

What about accommodations and 

transportation? 

Accommodations will be clean, safe, and basic. Teams typically stay in 

the same community where the filters are being installed, along with 

our national team. Often, this is a church facility with separate spaces 

for male and female participants. Transportation will be by 15 

passenger van and pick-up truck. 

Are there any health risks? 

Pregnant women and those who are considering becoming pregnant 

should not travel to El Salvador due to the risk of Zika virus.  It is 

advisable that whenever you travel you visit a travel health nurse and 

make sure that all of your vaccinations are up to date.  

Please consult the following government of Canada website if you are 

interested in further information on traveling to El Salvador.  

https://travel.gc.ca/destinations/el-salvador    

What medication do I need? 

1. All team members must have necessary vaccinations by Nov. 

31st.  These should include hepititus A&B (Twinrx), measles, and 

seasonal flu.  For Rabies and Typhoid, please consult your 

health care provider. 

2.  Immodium AD for diarrhea, which is often caused by changes 

in climate, food and water 

3.  Any prescribed medications that you may need.  (The team 

leader must also be made aware of any prescriptions you are 

bringing) 

https://travel.gc.ca/destinations/el-salvador


Will we need visas or any other legal 

documentation? 

*Canadians must present a passport to visit El Salvador, and it must be 

valid six months beyond the expected departure date from the 

country. *No Visa is required 

*Visitors must buy a tourist card, which costs $10US and will be valid 

for 30-90 days, determined by the official   

When is the trip? 

February 17-24, 2018 

From the time we leave Cold Lake to 

the time we return will be 

approximately 9 calendar days.  It is 

recommended, that if possible, you 

take an additional two days off from 

work to leave time for unforeseen 

circumstances that may arise and to allow yourself time to get over 

jetlag on your return.  Here are some deadlines we would like to meet: 

October 8 - application deadline (spots are limited, so apply soon!) 

October 20 - team confirmed 

October 24th - Tim Neufeld and the Glory Boys concert fundraiser 

October 31st- $500 deposit due 

November 31st – must have valid passport (valid 6 months after 

departure from El Salvador) in your possession and vaccinations up to 

date. 

 



How do we prepare? 

 

Our goal is to prepare well.  We need to know Biblically why we are 

partnering with this ministry.  We need to understand culturally how 

we can best serve.  We need to invest some time into understanding 

how to communicate in the country we are visiting. 

In order to do this, team members will be required to attend regular 

get togethers where we learn about the culture, language and religion 

of the area.  This will not only benefit us while we are there, but help 

us as we build the team around this common mission.   

How much does it cost? 

The cost of going, per person, is approximately $3,200.  As a team we 

are responsible to raise these funds.  Individually, each team member 

is required to put $500 of their own money toward the trip.  The 

remaining costs we raise through our church family, through sending 

out prayer letters, and by participating in two fundraisers. 

Vaccination, Passport, Health Insurance and Visa costs are the 

responsibility of the individual.  Some vaccinations are costly, but 

much of the cost will depend on what you already have.  Again, it is 

best to talk to a travel health nurse, or your doctor about what you will 

need.  



Am I qualified to go? 

We are sending 15 people to El Salvador to take part in the delivery of 

Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes, and to install water filtration 

systems for families.  Each person that becomes a part of El Salvador 

2018 needs to discern in what capacity God is asking them to join in 

this ministry, whether it is as a sender, or as one being sent.  As 

leadership we would love to aid you in the discernment process, by 

walking alongside those that are thinking of applying.  Below are a 

number of aspects that may help you think through whether this is a 

ministry God has for you.  At the end is a prayer and reflection guide 

which helps you ask some important questions to discern God's 

leading. 

Prior Participation in Operation Christmas Child 

Have you ever packed an OCC shoebox or participated in this ministry 

in another way?  We would love to see people who have invested their 

hearts and given their efforts to this program in the past apply!  

Time Commitment 

We will be spending a significant amount of time together as a team in 

preparation, prayer, and cultural learning.  We will also be doing two 

fundraisers. Is this something you can prioritize in your schedule? 

Relationship to Jesus 

Where ever you are in your faith, we need to know that you can 

support God's love being shared through gifts and giving clean water, 

and that you would be willing to participate in prayer and worship.   

 

 



Physical Requirements 

We currently do not take anyone 

below the age of 16.  There may be a 

fair bit of walking, but apart from that 

there are no physical activities that 

would inhibit generally healthy 

persons from taking part. 

Questions to Ask 

The following questions are great to ask yourself and pray through.  

Just because you don't feel ready to serve or sacrifice doesn't mean 

that God doesn't want you to go.  Involve wise godly people in the 

discernment process. 

• What makes me nervous about this experience? 

• What are my fears? 

• Are they valid fears? 

• Am I willing to go and serve? 

• Am I capable of giving up time to go and for the required 

preparation? 

• How can I prepare myself spiritually? 

Pray 

Ask God if this is something He wants you to do.  If He doesn't prompt 

you to go, in what other capacity would he have you participate?  Ask 

Him to enable you for whatever it is He calls you to.  

Questions? Please don't hesitate to contact the church and team 

leaders about any questions you might have. They can be directed 

through the church office at 780-594-5013 or office@gcalliance.org   

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


