~ God’s Design for the Church — The Bride

3 Images in Scripture:
The Body of Christ
The Bride of Christ
The Family of God

Each metaphor highlights different aspects of
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The Bride of Christz 3 Key Questions
Answered:

What significance does the imagery of a
bride have?

How does God see his Church?

How should this affect the way we seeH|S
Church?
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Significance of the bride imagery:

Relationship

Most significant and deepest bond between
humans of love and commitment

Covenant relationship between 2 people

Historical element
Gald”; criginal desizn of a mian and A v:0 &) =3 o3 I
(Genesisz 2 become one)
Gaid 2onsistently uses [he “husband wifeXoF-We I
Imagery through the OT describing his
relationship with his people
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Significance of the bride imagery:
1. Relationship

7. Roles
Christ leadsz we follow
We submit ourselves to Jesu

Ephesians 5:2P4
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Ephesians 5:2P4

21ISubmit to one another out of reverence for
Christ. 22Wives, submit to your husbands as to
the Lord. 23For the husband is the head of the
wife as Christ is the head of the church, his
body, of which he is the Savior.?*Now as the
church submits to Christ, so also wives should
submit to their husbands In everything.
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Significance of the bride imagery:

Relationship

Roles

How Christ sees His Bride/Church
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for his bride

We are not loved because we are so loveable
but rather because Jesus IS making us loveable

Revelation 19:68
Ephesians 5:2597
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Ephesians 5:2827

>Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ
loved the church and gave himself up for her®
to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing
with water through the word, 4’and to present
her to himself as a radiant church, without stain
or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and
blameless.
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Significance of the bride imagery:
How Christ sees His Bride/Church

Holy
Ch i love Yor us saves us 2id rizkefus [9)ONNOY.
because of his sacrifice (sanctified, set apart)
Clean

Cleansed by water (reference to baptism)

Cleansed by the word (the gospel)
Radiant

Glowing in beauty



