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Joshua Series
* God Delivering His Children to land Promised
 Be Strong and Courageous
- | am with you - 1:5
- | will deliver this to you — 1:3-4
e Journey to Jericho
* Delivering a great Victory
* Sin in the Camp — Devastating Outcomes
e Aiis Defeated — Covenant Renewal
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“As soon as all the kings who were beyond the
Jordan in the hill country and in the lowland all along

t

t

ne coast of the Great Sea toward Lebanon, the

Hittites, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites,

ne Hivites, and the Jebusites, heard of this, % they

gathered together as one to fight against Joshua and
Israel.® But when the inhabitants of Gibeon heard
what Joshua had done to Jericho and to Ai, “they on
their part acted with cunning and went and made
ready provisions and took worn-out sacks for their
donkeys, and wineskins, worn-out and torn and
mended,
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with worn-out, patched sandals on their feet, and worn-
out clothes. And all their provisions were dry and
crumbly. ® And they went to Joshua in the camp at Gilgal
and said to him and to the men of Israel, “We have
come from a distant country, so now make a covenant
with us.” 7 But the men of Israel said to the Hivites,
“Perhaps you live among us; then how can we make a
covenant with you?” 8 They said to Joshua, “We are your
servants.” And Joshua said to them, “Who are you? And
where do you come from?” ® They said to him, “From a
very distant country your servants have come, because
of the name of the LORD your God. For we have heard a
report of him, and all that he did in Egypt,
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and all that he did to the two kings of the Amorites who
were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon the king of Heshbon,
and to Og king of Bashan, who lived in Ashtaroth. ! So
our elders and all the inhabitants of our country said to
us, ‘Take provisions in your hand for the journey and go
to meet them and say to them, “We are your servants.
Come now, make a covenant with us.”” 12Here is our
bread. It was still warm when we took it from our
houses as our food for the journey on the day we set
out to come to you, but now, behold, it is dry and
crumbly. 3 These wineskins were new when we filled
them, and behold, they have burst. And these garments
and sandals of ours are worn out from the very long
journey.” 1*So the men took some of their provisions,
but did not ask counsel from the LoRbD.
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And Joshua made peace with them and made a
covenant with them, to let them live, and the leaders of
the congregation swore to them.® At the end of three
days after they had made a covenant with them, they
heard that they were their neighbors and that they lived
among them. */ And the people of Israel set out and
reached their cities on the third day. Now their cities
were Gibeon, Chephirah, Beeroth, and Kiriath-jearim.

18 But the people of Israel did not attack them, because
the leaders of the congregation had sworn to them by
the LORD, the God of Israel. Then all the congregation
murmured against the leaders. *° But all the leaders said
to all the congregation, “We have sworn to them by the
LORD, the God of Israel, and now we may not touch
them.
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This we will do to them: let them live, lest wrath be upon us,
because of the oath that we swore to them.” 2 And the leaders
said to them, “Let them live.” So they became cutters of wood
and drawers of water for all the congregation, just as the
leaders had said of them.22Joshua summoned them, and he
said to them, “Why did you deceive us, saying, “We are very far
from you,” when you dwell among us? 23 Now therefore you
are cursed, and some of you shall never be anything but
servants, cutters of wood and drawers of water for the house
of my God.” ?* They answered Joshua, “Because it was told to
your servants for a certainty that the LORD your God had
commanded his servant Moses to give you all the land and to
destroy all the inhabitants of the land from before you—so we
feared greatly for our lives because of you and did this thing
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2> And now, behold, we are in your hand. Whatever
seems good and right in your sight to do to us, do it.
6 So he did this to them and delivered them out of
the hand of the people of Israel, and they did not kill
them. %/ But Joshua made them that day cutters of
wood and drawers of water for the congregation and
for the altar of the LORD, to this day, in the place that
he should choose ”

7
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3 Themes — Discouragement, Deception & Decisions
* serving God gets you noticed *
1. Discouragement
a) opposition vs.1-3
- all remaining nations alighed against them
b) within vs. 18

- ‘all the congregation murmured against the
leaders’

- critical of a mistake that had cost attached



"ﬂ L P YV NN - @ l_/.- ' e BB B BB F P ku L FEAF L'

2. Deception
a) Looked Legit
- facts looked to line up
- Deut. 7, the nations God says destroy

- Deut. 20:10-20, making a peace treaty with
other nations who ask

- had the right answers
- invoked the right intentions
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b) We Can Make the Call

- felt confident in information and collective wisdom
— able to handle this one

- deception — don’t need to inquire of Lord

- 2 Cor. 11:4 “3Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your
adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion,
seeking someone to devour.”

- John 8:44 “You are of your father the devil, and
your will is to do your father's desires. He was a
murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in
the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he
lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar
and the father of lies”
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c) Facing the Deception
- upon hearing truth — confrontation on table
- vs. 22-27 clarity established.
- bringing fully into the light what has happened
3. Decisions
- now what to do.......... ?
- God told Moses destroy them
- We have made a covenant
- We were tricked
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a) stand by our word vs.19-20

- look at 2 Sam. 21:1 “Now there was a famine
in the days of David for three years, year after year.
And David sought the face of the LorD. And the LORD
said, “There is bloodguilt on Saul and on his house,
because he put the Gibeonites to death.”

- Chapter 10:1-5 — called on to defend the
Gibeonites when other kings came to defeat them

c) clarify place in community
- live as servants and slaves
- no influence in culture, religion, life etc




lﬂ v eV gveen o @ ‘/!Ql., ' BB R AV S-S F P LV - S FP s U W

c) Affirm 2 Wrongs never make a Right
- vs.20 “let them live lest the wrath be on us”
So What
1. Following and Serving God Gets you Noticed
a) there will be overt opposition
- called to be counter cultural
- persecuted because of following me
b) there will be Spiritual Opposition
- enemy seeking to derail you
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2. Enemy Is Using the Same Tricks
a) discouragement
- circumstances seem overwhelming
- attack from within — crushing your courage
b) deception
- self reliance issues
- trust issues
- facing where | have fallen
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3. Looking Forward

- Numbers 30:2 “If a man vows a vow to the LORD,
or swears an oath to bind himself by a pledge, he
shall not break his word. He shall do according to
all that proceeds out of his mouth”

a) God can Make Great things of Everything
b) Determine to Do what is right

- don’t compound an error by going back on
covenant

c) Inquire of the Lord



