Generosity
Two weeks in 2 Cor. 8-9
Paul writing to Corinthian Church

- setting of special offering for those in need
- teaching a young church about participating in giving
Giving & Church – delicate for our culture
- Jesus – 25% of recorded teaching relates to money
- of 29 parables – 16 deal with money
- cannot serve money and God – either use people and
serve money or serve people and use money

My desire for you:

- Discover – Jesus was generous
- clear indicator of our hearts – how we handle money
- where your heart is – your treasure is (Matt. 6:21)
- Demonstrate – growing as disciples of Jesus
- we find ways to exhibit what we learn
- participate in generosity responding to what we learn
- Duplicate – the priorities and heart of God
- finding great joy in giving to others
- participating as an act of worship and love

“And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know
about the grace that God has given the Macedonian
churches. In the midst of a very severe trial, their
overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich
generosity. For I testify that they gave as much as they
were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their
own, they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of
sharing in this service to the Lord’s people. And they
exceeded our expectations: They gave themselves first of
all to the Lord, and then by the will of God also to us. So
we urged Titus, just as he had earlier made a beginning, to
bring also to completion this act of grace on your part. But
since you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in
knowledge, in complete earnestness and in the love we
have kindled in you—see that you also excel in this grace
of giving.” 8:1-7

1. Example of Macedonian Churches
- church at Philippi and Thessalonica
a) times were hard – ‘severe trial’, ‘extreme poverty’
- not the group you would select for donations
b) insistent on inclusion – ‘on own’, ‘urgently pleaded’
- called it a privilege to share

- according to their means and beyond
c) Hearts Devoted to God

- ‘gave first of themselves to the Lord’
- ‘by the will of God to us’
- out of their ‘overflowing joy’, ‘rich generosity’

2. Encouragement to keep Growing
“ I am not commanding you, but I want to test the
sincerity of your love by comparing it with the
earnestness of others. For you know the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your
sake he became poor, so that you through his poverty
might become rich. And here is my judgment about
what is best for you in this matter. Last year you were
the first not only to give but also to have the desire to
do so. Now finish the work, so that your eager
willingness to do it may be matched by your completion
of it, according to your means. For if the willingness is
there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has,
not according to what one does not have. “ 8:6-12

- vs 7 – that there had been growth that is commended
- desire the ‘grace of giving’ to be part of their growth
a) evidence of your love
- what you believe shows up in your actions
- compare not the size or amount – but hearts
- example of Jesus – generosity
- call to us – be conformed to image of Christ

b) heart issue – ‘according to your means’
- ‘according to what one has’

- Peter on temple steps – what I have I offer you
- widows mite

3. Care For Others
“Our desire is not that others might be relieved while
you are hard pressed, but that there might be equality.
At the present time your plenty will supply what they
need, so that in turn their plenty will supply what you
need. The goal is equality, as it is written: “The one who
gathered much did not have too much, and the one who
gathered little did not have too little.” 8:14-15

- desire to depend on one another
- what you have been given to manage is required, one
day you might be in need
- reflection of heart condition

4. Good Stewardship and Accountability Important
“Thanks be to God, who put into the heart of Titus the same
concern I have for you. For Titus not only welcomed our appeal,
but he is coming to you with much enthusiasm and on his own
initiative. And we are sending along with him the brother who is
praised by all the churches for his service to the gospel. What is
more, he was chosen by the churches to accompany us as we
carry the offering, which we administer in order to honor the Lord
himself and to show our eagerness to help. We want to avoid any
criticism of the way we administer this liberal gift. For we are
taking pains to do what is right, not only in the eyes of the Lord
but also in the eyes of man. In addition, we are sending with them
our brother who has often proved to us in many ways that he is
zealous, and now even more so because of his great confidence in
you. As for Titus, he is my partner and co-worker among you; as
for our brothers, they are representatives of the churches and an
honor to Christ. Therefore show these men the proof of your love
and the reason for our pride in you, so that the churches can see
it.”

- Titus and another coming to collect
- ‘praised for his service’, ‘chosen to accompany’
- ‘administered to honor the Lord and show eager help
- ‘taking pains to do what is right in eyes of Lord and man’
- clear concern about openness and accountability

So What
1. Generosity is a Heart Issue not a Resource Issue

- not about how much you have
- is about reflecting Jesus in your life and actions

- desire opportunity to participate in Kingdom work
2. This is a Growth area for Believers
- gives evidence of your Love for God and others
- is meant to reflect your means, not comparison about
amounts

- something we need to be reminded to look at and
continue in

3. Sharing with Others a Reflection of Christ

- giving selflessly to those who are in need
- making available what I am entrusted to steward to
others
4. Entrust those Chosen to Manage

