Moments to Treasure

Christmas Season
- family, food, celebration, gifts, giving thanks
- reflection, pressure, loneliness, regret, busy
- familiar story, same themes, easy to hear & not listen
Look at the account anew
- ask God to reveal to us
- prepare hearts to receive in real ways

- spend time reflecting on the amazing truth
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1. Facing the Unknown
“In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to
Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be
married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David.
The virgin's name was Mary. The angel went to her and
said, "Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is
with you." Mary was greatly troubled at his words and
wondered what kind of greeting this might be. But the
angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, you have
found favor with God. You will be with child and give birth
to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. He will
be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The
Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and
he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his
kingdom will never end."
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"How will this be," Mary asked the angel, "since | am a virgin?" The
angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of
the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be
called the Son of God. Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a
child in her old age, and she who was said to be barren is in her sixth
month. For nothing is impossible with God."

"I am the Lord's servant,"” Mary answered. "May it be to me as you have
said." Then the angel left her. At that time Mary got ready and hurried to
a town in the hill country of Judea, where she entered Zechariah's home
and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the baby
leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. In a
loud voice she exclaimed: "Blessed are you among women, and blessed
IS the child you will bear! But why am | so favored, that the mother of my
Lord should come to me?” Luke 1:26-43
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a) fear — greatly troubled, what is happening?
- first reaction to appearance is anxiety — what’s up

b) listing the practical objections — | am a virgin, not possible
- readily listing the reasons this is not reasonable

c) surrender & a promise — | accept, Elizabeth a miracle
- embracing God’s plan, accepting He can do it

d) hopes and dreams — will be great, Son of Most High,
Have a Throne, Reign forever, blessed are you,
blessed is this child

- Mary had high hopes for this project!
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2. When My Expectations Are Not My Reality!

“In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that
a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. (This
was the first census that took place while Quirinius was
governor of Syria.) And everyone went to his own town to
register. So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth
In Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David,
because he belonged to the house and line of David. He
went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be
married to him and was expecting a child. While they were
there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave
birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and
placed him in a manger, because there was no room for
them in the inn.”
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And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby,
keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the
Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to
them, "Do not be afraid. | bring you good news of great joy
that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a
Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will
be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and
lying in @ manger." Suddenly a great company of the
heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and
saying, "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to
men on whom his favor rests."
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“When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, "Let's go to Bethlehem and
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us
about." So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and
the baby, who was lying in the manger. When they had
seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been
told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed
at what the shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured up
all these things and pondered them in her heart.” Luke 2:1-
19
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a) Travel & Pregnancy — census and a sort of husband
- the timing, apart from family, uncomfortable situation
b) Alone & Dirty — no rooms, swaddling clothes, no Mom
- cannot be how she dreamed of this happening!
c) Arrival of Strangers — smells & reputations, men arriving
- not ready for company, who are these people?

d) God’s Truth Proclaimed — story of angels, celebration,
the evidence they found, confirmation to be treasured

- clinging to God’s reminder — You Are Not Forgotten!
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3. When Life Brings Crisis

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time
of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and
asked, "Where is the one who has been born king of the
Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to
worship him." When King Herod heard this he was
disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. When he had called
together all the people's chief priests and teachers of the
law, he asked them where the Christ was to be born. "In
Bethlehem in Judea," they replied, "for this is what the
prophet has written: " 'But you, Bethlehem, in the land of
Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for
out of you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my
people Israel.”
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Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them
the exact time the star had appeared. He sent them to
Bethlehnem and said, "Go and make a careful search for the
child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that | too may
go and worship him." After they had heard the king, they went
on their way, and the star they had seen in the east went
ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child
was. When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On
coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary,
and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened
their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of
iIncense and of myrrh. And having been warned in a dream
not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by
another route.
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When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a
dream. "Get up,” he said, "take the child and his mother and escape to
Egypt. Stay there until | tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child
to kill him." So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night
and left for Egypt, where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was
fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: "Out of Egypt | called
my son." When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi,
he was furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and
its vicinity who were two years old and under, in accordance with the time
he had learned from the Magi. Then what was said through the prophet
Jeremiah was fulfilled: "A voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and great
mourning, Rachel weeping for her children and refusing to be

comforted, because they are no more."
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After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream
to Joseph in Egypt and said, "Get up, take the child and his
mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who were
trying to take the child's life are dead." So he got up, took
the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. But
when he heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in
place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. Having
been warned in a dream, he withdrew to the district of
Galilee, and he went and lived in a town called Nazareth.
So was fulfilled what was said through the prophets: "He will
be called a Nazarene.“ Matthew 2:1-23
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a) More Strangers & Great Gifts
- more like it, expensive things, honor & respect
b) On the Move — dreams, angels, danger, get away
- leaving friends, new land & culture, explicit danger
c) News of a Massacre — friends children, death, pain
- wondering if life will ever be right, what are we into?
d) Angel Visits & Relocation — more transition, new place

- going back but still wary, settling in in Nazareth
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So What
Series about Talking & Walking

- what if your not sure you like what you hear?
- OK, Your Way God, now | will walk daily
- even when surrendered we have expectations about this
- wonder where is God in .........
1. Check Your Focus

- am | looking for God’s small treasures, confirmation

- do record the affirmation to hold me in doubt?
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2. Is My Complaint Due to My Expectations?
- does my frustration arise because it’s not as | imagined?
- am | willing to wait on God’s moments of confirmation
- have | bailed when | should have looked closer?

3. Am | Looking For God In Crisis and Challenge?
- seeing the picture as bigger than my desires and wants
- not seeking instant relief, but guidance through

- acknowledging His provision & care throughout?



